4                                '* THE  LAND  OF  CHARITY."

and there rows of coffee hushes, with their glossy green leaves
and "beautiful white jasmine-like flowers, clothed the acclivi-
ties with perpetual verdure; while clown fiom the heights,
over rocky precipices, through green and shady valleys and
deep ravines, gushed sparkling "brooks, like streams of molten
silver, the sources of those larger rivers which could "be seen
below flowing peacefully onward to the sea, now irrigating
the fertile plains in their course, but in the rainy season to
be transformed into swollen, rapid, and impassable torrents.

The vignette on the title-page gives a view of the coast-line
from Muttam looking southwards toward Cape Comorin,
showing the cocoa palm plantations along the coast, with the
southern termination of the Western Ghauts in the back-
ground. The engraving opposite shows the Western Ghauts
from the Eastern, or Tinnevelly side. Calcaud is in the
same latitude as Trevandrum.

From its physical conformation Travancore is literally " a
land of brooks of water, of fountains and depths, that spring
out of valleys and hills." Fourteen principal rivers take
their rise in the mountains, and before falling into the sea
spread out, more or less, over the low grounds near the coast,
forming inland lakes or estuaries of irregular forms, locally
called u backwaters." These " backwaters " have been united
by canals running parallel with the coast, and they are thus
of immense value as a means of communication between the
Northern and Southern districts. Travellers may in this
way pass by water from Ponany, near Calicut, to Kolachel, a
distance of not much under 200 miles. The mode of con-
veyance consists either of canoes hollowed out of the trunks
of large trees, pushed along by two men with bamboo poles,
or of " cabin boats," built somewhat like English boats, with
a neat and comfortable (jabin at the stern, which are pro-
pelled by from eight to fourteen rowers, according to their
size. Most of the traffic is carried on these canals and back-